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AlLL BOARDING HOUSES
SEEMED TO SPECIALIZE AND CHILDLESS WIDOWS,
IN DERELICT GRANDMOTHERS

T NOSY OLD LADIES WITH DRESS UP, GO QUT,
NOTHING TOo DO BUT COME BACK AND

SLEEP, EAT, EAT AGAIN.

BEING LONELY AND THEVY CONCENTRATED
BORED ON ME.
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THEY HAD ONLWY BEEN
OUT IN THE NEW WoRrRLD

A GENERATION OR TWO,
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I WAS SOON VERVY
OVERMOTHERED,
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AND MY ENGLISH UPBRINGING THEY UKED ™Y
REMINDED THEM OF THEIR SOAP-SHINY,

OWN CHILDHOOD. UNPOWODERED NOSE,
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LIKED MY USING THE INSTEAD OF
NAMES FATHER + MOTHER MoOMMA + POPPA.



NOT FOR ONE MOMENT
WOULD THEY EXCHANGE QUICK-IN-THE-UPTAKE
THEIR SMART G- RANDDAUGHTERS FoR ME
3

OUT OF MY DOWDY,
OLD-FASHIONED CLOTHES
AND MY SHYNESS.

BUT THEY DID TAKE
GRIM SATISFACTION

THEIR YOUNG PEOPLE S0 INDEPENDENT.,
WERE SO SOPHISTICATED,



'TAKE HER CLOTHES ofc. |
JT'S A AUDIST COLONY.
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IT HURT THEM THAT 1 PREFERRING TO WEAR
REFUSED THEIR FINERY MY OWN CLOTHES

WANNA SEE
SOMETHING?

WHICH | FELT WERE EVEN THOUGH THEY

MORE SUITABLE TO €
AGE AND COMFORT WERE NOT SMART.
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THEY HAD YO ADMIT

THAT SOMEHOW | LOOKED IN MY OWN THINGS.
BEST, AND WAS MO0ST ME, :
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THE LANDLADY'S DAUGHTER \WE DECIDED WE WOULD
AND | WERE FRIENDS. TEACH QURSELVES TO SEW
AND MAKE OUR OWN CLOTHES,

[ A "‘
AND IN WH|CH THERE WAS

NOT MUCH MORE THAN
SPACE T0 TURN ROUND.



TS HIGH
TIME ...
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SPITTING OUT SIX PINS
THE FLOOR WHILE THE SHE SA\D,“SEEN MOTHER'S
LANDLADY'S DAUGHTER BASTED. NEW BORRDER?Y
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“LOUDITHE OLD YouseE
TABBIES ARE FURIOUS AT
MA FOR TAKING HER

| FATHER? 3
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BUT WE HAVE TO LIVE, “THE HOUSE 1S B1G.THOSE
THERE 19 60 MUCH WHO WISH TO BE EXCLUSIVE

COMPETITION NOW.” CAN AVOID EACM QTHERY



“THE NEWGIRLHAS HER OWN ! DON'T LIKE HER MUCH

SITTING ROOM—-DOUBLESUITE  BUT SHES IN YOUR ART
IF YOU PLEASE) SLHOOL So You'LL SEE HER.”
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I HAD NO SOONER REACHED
THE PAVEMENT THAN
THE DOOR RE-DPENED.
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NEXT MORNING |
SLAMMED THE FRONT DQoR
© AND RAN DOWN THE STAIRS,

PRAXKHUX
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“CAN |} Come ALONG? !

AND ISHBEL DANE,TNE
RATHER HATE BEGINNING?

NEW BOARDER, CAME QUT.
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SHE HWAD LARGE BOLD EVES,
A STRONG MOUTH.
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JoU WOULD NOT HAVE
SUSPECTED HER OF
BEING SHY, BUT SHE WAG.

SHE WAS VERY SMARTLY
DRESSED, FUR COAT, TEWELLERY,
FANCY SHOES.

“WHO?”| WAS ASKED AND
NUDGED BY STUDENTS.
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I TOOK HER INTO THE
GCHOOL OFFICE AND
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“NEW BOARDER
AT MY PLACE."



ADDA FROWNED. SHE HAD
NEVER LIKED MY BOARDING
HOUSE-T00 BIG,TOO MIXED.
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“MOMMA 1S COMING!
BROTHER 1S TAKING A

COURSE AT BERKELEVY.

WHY NOT TAKE My
ROOM?®

HOUSE THERE. \'VE
GIVEN NOTICE.

“NO, THANKS, | AM VERY

WELL WHERE | AM™



SHE WATCHED \SHBEL
BUT RERUSED To tACET HER.
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74 we NEED
/ ‘ L, TOo TALK,
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IN THE EVENING, |
PRACTISED ON MY GUITAR. A TAP ON MY DOOR.

| HOPE You'LL
ITILL PAVY EOR
DINNER...

AND THERE \WAS ALMOST CCOME TO MY SITTING

PLEADING AS ISHBEL ROOM AND HAVE A .
DANE VGICED, CUP OF TEA WITH ME?'



oY Youk LIPS
1 ARE GREY...

MY “CRANDMOTHER GUARDIANSY
IN THE BOARDING HWOUSE
ADVISED OF ISHBEL DANE,
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. “ OT DIRECT LOTHES THEY
NOT YOUR SORT MY DEAR." | ,cne EXTRA D\CTATORIAL.

OVER MV MORALS,

.....

THEY WERE VERY COOL To ALL THEY HAD AGRINST
ISHBEL, CONFINING THE GIRL WAS HER

CONVERSATION To WERTHER. ELEGANT CLOTHES.



FLOWERS, Books,CUSHIONS, A
QUAINT SWNER TEAR SERVICE

ISHBEL HAD MADE HER
SITTING ROOM VERY ATTRACTIVE-  \wHI¢H SHE TOLD ME HAD

BEEN HER MOTHER'S.

SHE SAW MY EVES STRAY  "YES, | PLAY. | BELONG Yo
To A BEAUT\FUL BANTIO -~ A BANIO0, MANDOLIN AND
LYING ON THE SQFA. GUITAR CLLB.

- . ]i“ |||“| ' ALL BETTER

| HAVE LEARNT EVER So
MUCH SINCE | PRACTIGED

WIiTH OTHERSM

WOULDN’T YQU LIKE To
TOIN? IT HELPS ONE.



| KNEW THE GRANOMOTHERS,

“PLL THINKD® LANDLADY'S DAUGHTER AND
, ADDA W/OULD DISAPPRQVE.

WHY DOESN'T IT
LOOK Rem.?

WHEN | LEFT, ISHBEL
TOOK MV HAND,
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“IT'S LONELY. MOTHER DIED FATHER BROUGHT ME UP -
- WHEN 1 WAS ONLWY FATHERS FRIENDS ARE
A BARY; ALL MEN OLD AND DULL?



CHECK OUT THE
NEW REMAINDER.

MY FRIENDSHIP LUITH ISHBEL
| JOINED THE PRACTICE CLUR. ,_w,m!&\e :;:’ETT\’.%; "5..?.}._%\,

TOWARDS ME.

ADDA WAS ALTIVELY OSTRESSED. HER LAST SHOT WAS
SHE MOVED TO BERKELEY. ‘¢ QLD RoOm 1S STILL VACANT.”
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nzouec.e WAS IN HER EVES, AND | KNEW MY
ANXIETY FOR Mg, FRIENDSHIP MEANT A LOT
BuT | LIKED ISHREL To HER.
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IHAD TO GO TO THE THE CWB LERDER
MUSIC STUDIO FOR FOLLOWED ME ouT
SOME MuSIC. ONTO _THE LANDING.
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AS \ TOOK THE ROLL OF
MUSIC FROM HIM, HE CAUGHT < TTLE GIRL,)' HE SAID,
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ME ROUND THE WRISTS.
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“8g GOOD TO ISHAELYOU

ARE HER ONLY WOMAN ) R BANGED.
ERIEND AND SHE LOVES HIS D00 M
You.GOD BLESS Youln
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'AWOM”‘N'S FRIEND! MYSTERIOUSLY ISHBEL=-A
SUDDENLY | FELT VERY WOMAN-HAD BEEN PUT INTO
GROWN V] %4 My CARE MY TRUST
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| WENT DOWNSTA\RS AS \F MY HEAD HAD REMAINED
SLOWLY EACH TREAD ON THE LANDING LMILE MY
SEEMED To smercﬂ ™ME, FEET + LEGS ELONGATED ME.

1 DID NOT XNOW HOL) OR

ON REACHING THE
PAVEMENT, | WAS GROWN-uP, WHY ISHBEL NEEDED ME.

) ONLY KNEW SHE DID
a WOMAN WITH A TRUST. AND \WAS PROLD.



Z
Dronria.

WHILE | WAS OUT,

7t ACTUALLY HAVE
PLANS TONIGHT.
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MY GUARDIAN THOUGH I WAS TO COME HOME
| HAD “PLAVED AT ART? AND START LIFE
LONG ENOUGH. v IN EARNEST.

1 LORD, YOV CANNGT ¢
RDE A DRAGON!
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ISHBEL CLUNG TO ME.

“FUNNY LITTLE MOTHER-GIRY 1 AM GOING TD MISS You
SHE SAID, KISS\NG ME . )
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SHE POKED SOMETHING )
UNDER MY ARM,PUSHED A GREAT LUMP WAS

ME GENTLY TOWARDS N T .
MY OWN ROOM. N MY THROAT

ISHBEL WAS THE ONLY

Ot:E OF T\’blexl ALL WHO THE ONLY ONE
HADN'T_ WANTED To AD.
CHANGE PART OF ME— wio H o

UNDER MY ARM, SHE
HAD PUSHED A
PORTRAIT OF HERSELF.
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I CAME HOME ONE THE HOUSE WAS DECORATED,
WEEW BEFORE cunmmns THERE WAS SNOW.
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FIRES CRACKLED N EVERY DELIGHT FROM THE BOUGHS

OF PINE D CEDAR
GRATE oF EVERY ROON DE‘ZQQRT“"A&. EVE::W“ER °
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THERE WERE BUNCHES OF
SCARLET BERRIES + HDLLY.
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THE PANTRY BULGED
WITH GOOD THINGS
ALREADN CoQwED.



MAAM, YOU ARE
OUT OF CREODT.
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THEY WERE GLAD
TO HAVE ME HOME.
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LEASE... | WL
EPAY SOON.
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ALL DAY THE PoOSTMAN FLITIER,FLITTER, THEV

WAS BRINGING CARDS  DROPPED THROUGH THE
AMD Le'\'TERs', SLIT NEAR THE ERONT DOOR.
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AND WE ALL DARTED CRYING,  WROSE? WHOSED"



TICKETS!
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1G0T MY FULL SHARE,
BUT THERE Lyecre
TWO DISAPPOINTMENTS

P

NO LETTER FROM
NELLIE MCCORMICK,

R f LapiesiTime
NINTO D\ﬁ(M&ARK"
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NEW YeEAR PASSED
BEFORE | HEARD OT EITHER.
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" mfm ,; ‘we Tty one 2' |
ADDA WROTE, “NELLIE
SHE SHOT HERSELF.”

MCORMICK COULD ENDURE
HOmME TVRANNY NO LONGER,
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FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE, “ ANE DIED IN
ONE OF THE GRANDMOTHERS T?\:.?GEOL ‘D)SANI\R\T AN’
ABSOLUTELY SNIFFED | o
HOSPITAL ON CHRISTMAS EVE,

IN WRITING,
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A CENTURY OFPROWRESS
EXHIBITION OF*

.
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UNDER THE CIRCUMMSTANCES,
MY DEAR, PERHAPS
T WAS BEST
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INDEFINITELY.

CHECKING IN...
ISHBEL ™MY TRUST!
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NELLIE MY FRIEND!




I CARRIED MY CRVING
INTO THE SNOWNY WODDS.

THE WEATHER WAS BITTER,

MY TEARS WERE TOO.






THE WRITING IN THIS COMIC \S ADAPTED
FROM THE DIARIES OF EMILY CARR, AN
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY ART\ST FROM
VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA , CANADA.

ENORMOUS THANKS TO

AARON NINA EMMA
RENIER WEXELBLATT AKINS

BRIDGET ERIN
MOSER KETTNER TOALE

S,

SCOTT ANIKO DAN
SPEH BERMAN GUNN

ALS0: MARY CLIMES, XPERT TRADE SHOW) CARPET,
OX BOW,LARISSA BORTEH, BRAD MARTIN,LEAM
SINGSANK, ERICA ERDMANN, CHRISTY LEMASTER,

ANNA CHIARETTA LAVATELL!L BRIDGET O'CARROLL,
MY FAMILY, SANDRA + JACK GUTHMAN +
THE MCA PREPARATOR TEAM. PRINTED IN CANADA.









