R1oT (Grrrls

Brash, risky, and unafraid To Take up space: The women whose
wWorks dre included In this exhibition are making some of

The Most exciting abstract painting today. | heir paintings are
noT confined 1o feminine stereotypes or easy descriprors.
Instead, They are buoyant and gutsy, Tender and sinister, messy
and merticulous—often all ar once—and operate ar rthe high-
est level. Yet sexism still pervades the art world. Male artists
garner higher prices for their work and dre disproportionarely
represented In exhibitions and art history.

Riof Grrris highlights The MCA's commitment To counterdcTing
This Imbalance. [ he museum consclously collects works by
female painters across generarions: from pioneering arrisrs
Whose careers span decades To those emerging more recently
as leaders and innovarors In the field of painting. his exhi-

biItion marks the first Time that several of these works have
been on view at the MCA.

I'he title of the exhibition references riot grrrl, a feminist punk
movement started In The early 1990s in Olympia, Washingron.
Tightknit yvet Inclusive, The movement sought to foster a safe
space for girls and vwomen Tto express tThemselves according

TO Thelr owwn standards rather than those of men. Handmade
zines and the lyrics of bands like Bikini Kill and Brarmobile

provided a crucial outler for advocarting female empowwerment.

Though most of the artists In This exnibiTion were Not person-
ally involved In rior grrrl, Thelr aggressively Independent
spirits reflect ITs erhos: masrery, Innovarion, and churzpah thar
requires no outside validarion.

MCA DNA

MCA DNA: Riof Grrris is part
of an ongoing exhibition
series fearuring iconic works
from the MCA Collection.
This exnibition Is organized by
Michael Darling, James \W.
Alsdorf Chief Curaror,



