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Alexandre da Cunha rarely makes objects from
scratch. Instead he Is a poer of found marerials,
repurposing dlready-existing irems To bring our thelr
inherent If overlooked beauty. Although he develops
many of his works from objects found around The
nome, Da Cunha turned 1o objects of an urban scale
fo address this particular site. Mix (Americana), for

xample, Is a cement mixer liberared from the back
of a truck and presented as an object of beaurty.

After visiTing a local concrete pipe facrory In the
wwestern suburb of Elgin, Da Cunha was inspired

TO produce TWoO heww Works Thar continue nhis Interest
N repeating geometric forms. | he towver-like
sculpture, FIgurehead, Is made from three sections of
sewer pipe—Ilike Those under the city of Chicago.

Stacked vertically, IT suggests d readymade skyscraper.

Similarly, in Biscuit, Da Cunha transformed a
mundane sewver cap Into a playful abstract com-
posITion simply by presenting IT In an unconventiondal
way. [ hrough imaginarion and insight, Da Cunha
encourages neww meanings from orherwise
everyday objects and marerials.

Da Cunha has also creared a wallpaper design
rhar followvs similar principles, inside tThe museum’s
second-floor lobby ar rhe top of The srairs.

Malor support
for Alexandre da
Cunha Is provided
by Anne Kaplan.

Additional generous
support Is provided

by Charlotte Feng
Ford and Sara Szold.

MCA
PLAZA
PROJECT
2015-16

Da Cunha’s installation

s The fifth Iteration of

the MCA Plaza Project,

wwhich brings art outside
The museum and InTo
The public sphere.

T'he series has previously
fearured the work of

Yinka Shonibare, MBE
(2014), Amanda
Ross-Ho (2013), Martin
Creed (2012), and
Mark Handforth (2011).

#MCAChicago

lo learn more abour
Alexandre da

Cunha, please visit
mcachicago.org/cunha.



